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DE DICATION
I’ve been working on this book since 1996; that’s 12 years now. Wow! When I fi rst began, my daughter was 
pregnant with my second grandson, whose name is Sterling Kodiak Yates, now 10.  This book is dedicated to 
Sterling and to my back-ordered grandchildren (hopefully from my son’s new wife Laurel.)
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geEasier Said than Done
- from the song by The Essex, 1963 (Linton/Huff)

The human mind, once stretched to include a single new idea, does not 
shrink back to its original proportions.”

 Oliver Wendell Holmes

Until one is committed, there is hesitancy.

 W. H. Murray

We must never assume that which is incapable of proof.

 G. H. Lewes

Be sure of it; give me the ocular proof.

 Shakespeare

COPYRIG HTS
TradeStation, OptionStation and SuperCharts are registered trademarks of TradeStation, Inc.  TradeStation ProSuite, 
ActivityBars, EasyLanguage, GlobalServer, HISTORYBANK Financial Database, PaintBar, Portfolio Maximizer, 
PowerEditor, ProbabilityMaps, RadarScreen, ShowMe, SmartAsk, SmartBid, SmartStyling and SystemBuilder are 
trademarks of TradeStation, Inc.  HISTORYBANK.COM and OmegaWorld are service marks of TradeStation, Inc.  
Other names and marks referred to are the property of their respective owners.

1 In recognition of TradeStation’s trademarks and copyrights, whenever I write TradeStation, EasyLanguage, 
OptionStation, Historybank.com, GlobalServer, Omega Research or Super Charts, I mean to imply TradeStation, 
TradeStation EasyLanguage, TradeStation OptionStation, TradeStation Historybank.com, TradeStation Super Charts 
and TradeStation GlobalServer respectively.
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Foreword

One of the early users of TradeStation software, Sunny Harris has been studying and programming trading 
strategies for more than 30 years.  

I have watched her progress as a researcher and trader over the years, from the time we were still offering 
the DOS version of SystemWriter and TradeStation was a fl edgling company.

Sunny is one of the most studious and diligent people I know and gives generously in teaching others what she has 
learned through the school of hard knocks.  Having a softw  are background herself, and writing books that focus on 
helping beginners (Trading 101—How to Trade Like a Pro, Trading 102—Getting Down to Business, Electronic Day 
Trading 101, and Getting Started in Trading) have inevitably led to the writing of this book.  

Successful traders have one thing in common: they approach trading by developing an objective strategy and then 
use it consistently.

TradeStation®, allows traders to design their own trading strategies, backtest them on years of historical data, and 
then computer-automate them.  The power of  EasyLanguage® is what makes all of this possible. Therefore, by 
mastering  EasyLanguage you have the power to test any idea you can imagine.

Through the many examples Sunny Harris walks you through in this book, you’ll have a much better understanding 
of how to use EasyLanguage to create your own strategies. This book also provides you with an invaluable guide 
for trading strategy development that will contribute greatly to the understanding and improvement of your 
EasyLanguage skills.

Sunny’s unique ability to blend her highly theoretical math degrees with her artistic and graphics talents makes her 
understanding of markets both logical and intuitive.  She has been a friend of TradeStation for many years, always 
lending insight and advice, and as one of our beta-testers often helping create the best possible market analysis 
software there is today:  TradeStation.

Analyzing the markets can be daunting—a task taken on by many, but mastered by few.  As an aid to all analysts, 
our software has to be ready manage incredibly diffi cult tasks and the most pedantic at the same time.  Sunny’s 20-
plus years of self-taught market analysis combined with her 10 years of experience teaching others to trade has led 
her to write the most readable and invaluable of books about EasyLanguage. 

Through the many examples Sunny walks you through in this book, you’ll have a much better understanding of how 
to use EasyLanguage to create your own strategies. This book also provides you with an invaluable guide for trading 
strategy development that will contribute greatly to the understanding and improvement of your EasyLanguage 
skills.

The time you invest in mastering EasyLanguage will be the best investment of your trading life.

If you are a TradeStation or ProSuite user, this book is a must.  If you are serious about learning to trade, read 
Sunny’s books—the truth lies within.

I wish you a very successful trading career.

Bill    Cruz, CEO TradeStation Technologies   
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Preface

This book is one of a kind. It is perhaps the only book written by a self-taught  EasyLanguage speaker 
(programmer) who learned and helped improve EasyLanguage before there was even a TradeStation, and 
who is an actual trader. 

I was trading beginning in 1981, when just about the only good graphics analysis package was called  MasterChartist, 
by  Roberts-Slade. The problem was, there was no testing language with which to evaluate and back-test your trading 
ideas. Back then we were running DOS only—there was no Windows™ yet. Testing your strategies amounted to 
using a rudimentary version of Excel and pencil and paper. It was tedious at best.

Along came a program by  Omega Research, called SystemWriter Plus. It was a God-send! At last I could rough 
out my ideas and test them against mounds of historical data. However, as with everything, there was a serious 
drawback. It only worked on daily data, not on intraday data. I was able to receive intraday data on MasterChartist, 
but not to test it. I could draw (with a pencil) on the charts, but not strategize buy and sell opportunities. With 
 SystemWriter Plus I could print out mounds of data analysis, but the charts were rudimentary, coming out of a dot-
matrix printer, and only on daily data. What to do?

As necessity is the mother of invention, I decided to divide my real-time data from MasterChartist into 15-minute 
increments and treat it as if it were daily data over a very long period of time. I imported the fake daily data into 
SystemWriter. It took me 18 months to massage the data and convert it into years and years worth of 15-minute 
increments. (There was no  CompuTrac yet either.) In order to make sense of a chart, it is necessary to demarcate 
dates and times along the x-axis. This took some ingenuity, and some “gerfi ngerpointing.” I created a ruler with tiny 
marks along each “day” to designate 15-minute increments and ignored the Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday markings 
on the chart itself. To fi nd a time during any particular day, I had to measure and mark divisions with my specially 
market ruler. 

It worked. I was able to test intraday trading concepts and determine success or failure statistically, even without 
software that was prepared to operate on an intraday basis. Finally, Microsoft invented Windows and the software 
vendors followed suit with more and more sophisticated programs, soon allowing not only 15-minute increment 
data, but any minute divisions and even tick by tick charts.

The most important component of this new and powerful tool was in running walk-back and walk-forward tests. Did 
my theory of making profi ts hold up last week, last month and last year?  It became quickly obvious that I could spot 
a theory that would work for the past 3 Fridays; but, when I tried it in real time I lost money for the next 3 Fridays. 
Why did that happen?

For several years I plugged away with spreadsheet, pencil and lots of erasers at hand, keeping copious notes of the 
ideas that I tried against market data to see if there was any hope of creating a mechanical system that worked.

What did “worked” mean?  That in itself is a whole ‘nother problem.  I realized I had two large problems: fi nding a 
system that worked and fi nding a set of statistics that measured success. It took me the better part of 3 years devoting 
18 hours a day to the task to come up with a meaningful system and statistics that measured its success.

In this book I share with the reader not only what I learned through 3 solid and dedicated years of 18-hour a day 
labored research, but what I have learned subsequently through real-time trading. I wish you the best in your 
efforts. But I would admonish you to read this book over and again and to spend the time doing your own research 
following the pattern set out herein.
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And now it’s 2010—and according to author Thomas   Friedman “ The World is Flat.” We are living in a fl at world 
devoid of boundaries of language, communications or even time constraints. We can talk with anyone, anytime, 
anywhere with the help of email, Skype, GoogleTalk and tiny onboard cameras. Our computers and software are 
purchased over the Internet, constructed of tiny parts made in China and Taiwan, and our customer support folks are 
in India. When the market crashed in September 2008, it was China that bought 49% of our debt from many of our 
banks. No more walls. Even our cell phones are now computers that link us with the whole world: I can take your 
picture and send it with text to anyone, anywhere. I can make a PowerPoint presentation, put it in pdf format and 
make my product demonstration to you from my cell phone or my PDA. It’s endless and magnifi cent.

Without EasyLanguage, where would we all be?  Someone had to do it.  And, as luck, good fortune and the wisdom 
to see and act upon the opportunity would have it, the Cruz brothers  and their sister (Ralph, Bill and Michelle) were 
the team to pick up the gauntlet and run with it. And now we trade 24-hour markets, all over the world, in a fl ash, 
with the push of a button on a TradeStation screen. The data is next-to-free, the software is included in the price of 
your having an account at TradeStation Securities and the commissions are ridiculously low. 

It’s a M-U-R-I-C-A-L. (Miracle.)

TradeStation almost doesn’t need a manual. It is so easy to use, and so intuitive, that it almost seems silly to write 
this book. But, there is more to it than just a users’ manual. Besides getting the software up and running on your 
computer, you need the benefi t of my years and years of experience making every mistake “in the book.” There is 
no need for you to repeat my errors, nor for you to hunt and peck your way to success. In this book I hope to lead 
you through the process of installing the program, using it for the fi rst time or two, and writing your fi rst several 
indicators and strategies. If you tried it on your own, from the TradeStation Users’ Manual, you would probably give 
up before you even got to the point of trading. By design, all Users’ Manuals are full of technical descriptions of all 
the program’s bells and whistles from A to Z. In that order. There’s no rhyme or reason to what the user needs to do 
fi rst, second and third: it’s just an alphabetical reference to everything in the program.

Instead of a reference manual, however, with this tome I am writing a cookbook. Step one, do this; step two, do that. 
It is a simplistic approach, but one that will get you on the road to doing it yourself much quicker and with much 
more confi dence. Then you can go back to their reference materials with some understanding of what to look for.

One more thing, before I get on with it. I have been using TradeStation since before it was called TradeStation. I 
have seen the versions go from 1, to 2, all the way to 8.8 and now 9.0, which is the version I am currently using. In 
many ways all the versions are alike. And in many ways they differ vastly. When I fi rst started writing this book I 
thought I would give instructions for the most recent three versions of TS and compare and contrast the differences. 
As the years went on, and the book progressed, the versions kept coming and coming and coming—faster than I 
could write the book. And that is still true. As I am putting the fi nishing touches on the manuscript, yet another 
version of TS has been released, which differs in many respects from the prior version. Never fear! This book 
applies to them all.

One of the biggest differences between TradeStation 2000i and TradeStation 4.0 is in the way they engage 
systems.  TradeStation 2000i made enhancements for testing a variety of entries and exits without getting back into 
EasyLanguage and modifying your code. This can be a great advantage, unless you are entrenched in the methods 
of 4.0 and are reluctant to change.  On fi rst inspection it would seem that TradeStation has added two steps to every 
attempt to employ a system, and that is initially irritating.  But, once you realize the tremendous advantages to 
mixing and matching entry and exit signals, you’ll get used to it and be thankful.

After version 2000i they again integrated EasyLanguage with the main program. With versions 8.8 and 9.0 they 
have once again separated the EasyLanguage Editor from the main program and made it stand-alone. Inspite of all 
these changes, this book will apply universally to all versions before and hereafter. Don’t worry if you are reading 
this book years after it was fi rst released. The concepts are still applicable to whatever version of TradeStation you 
are using.

With version 9.0 TradeStation’s EasyLanguage is a complete programming language, much like VB or C++. It has 
tremendous strides in extensibility for programmers. We are not going to address any of that in this EASY book. 
That will be left for the Advanced book.
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Author’s Note:

Please understand that this book is intended to be educational in nature. I am not recommending that you trade, nor 
am I giving trading advice. Further, I am not suggesting that any of the methods presented in this book will generate 
a profi t or will not generate losses.

SUNNY J. HARRIS, SUNNY HARRIS & ASSOCIATES, INC. AND SUNNY HARRIS ENTERPRISES, 
INC. ACCEPT NO LIABILITY WHATSOEVER FOR ANY LOSS ARISING FROM ANY USE OF THIS 
INFORMATION.

This information is in no way a representation to buy or sell securities, bonds, options or futures.  ALWAYS CHECK 
WITH YOUR LICENSED FINANCIAL PLANNER OR BROKER BEFORE BUYING OR SELLING ON ANY 
ADVICE WHETHER CONTAINED HEREIN OR ELSEWHERE.

It should not be assumed that the methods, techniques, or indicators presented in this book will be profi table or that 
they will not result in losses.  Past results are not necessarily indicative of future results.  Examples in this book are 
for educational purposes only.  This is not a solicitation of any offer to buy or sell.

TRADING AND INVESTING ARE SPECULATIVE AND INCLUDE RISK OF LOSS.  PAST PERFORMANCE 
IS NO INDICATION OF FUTURE RESULTS.

HYPOTHETICAL OR SIMULATED PERFORMANCE RESULTS HAVE CERTAIN INHERENT LIMITATIONS.  
UNLIKE AN ACTUAL PERFORMANCE RECORD, SIMULATED RESULTS DO NOT REPRESENT ACTUAL 
TRADING.  ALSO, SINCE THE TRADES MAY NOT HAVE BEEN EXECUTED, THE RESULTS MAY HAVE 
UNDER- OR OVER-COMPENSATED FOR THE IMPACT, IF ANY, OF CERTAIN MARKET FACTORS, SUCH 
AS LACK OF LIQUIDITY.  SIMULATED TRADING PROGRAMS IN GENERAL ARE ALSO SUBJECT TO 
THE FACT THAT THEY ARE DESIGNED WITH THE BENEFIT OF HINDSIGHT.  NO REPRESENTATION IS 
BEING MADE THAT ANY ACCOUNT WILL OR IS LIKELY TO ACHIEVE PROFITS OR LOSSES SIMILAR 
TO THOSE SHOWN.  

Any statement of facts herein contained are derived from sources believed to be reliable, but are not guaranteed as 
to accuracy, nor do they purport to be complete.  No responsibility is assumed with respect to any such statement, 
nor with respect to any expression of opinion herein contained.  All trade recommendations should be discussed with 
your broker and made at your own risk.
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CHAPTER 1:  
INTRODUCT ION TO EASYLANGUAGE

 Introduction

“EasyLa nguage is TradeStation’s proprietary command language that lets you specify your trading 
ideas in plain English and test them before you trade.  EasyLanguage allows you to write your own 
trading systems for TradeStation,  OptionStation and  ProSuite without having to know complicated 
computer programming languages.

“EasyLanguage is one of the most powerful and useful features of TradeStation and with some practice, 
you can become an expert, even if your background in computers is limited.”

That said (it’s from the splash screen introduction to TradeStation software), all software comes with stumbling 
blocks.  I have yet to open a software box, install and use the product with no problems along the way.  Furthermore, 
TradeStation’s EasyLanguage is more than just software; it’s a programming language.  And with the advent of 
the new Object-Oriented EasyLanguage with TradeStation version 9.0 it is more like C++ than any easy language. 
Albeit the easiest to use of the complex trading tools, it is still so full of features that it can’t help but be diffi cult in 
spots.

The working title for the ideas presented in this book was “ EasyLanguage Ain’t.”  Neither Bill  Cruz, prior co-CEO 
of TradeStation, nor my editor, Pamela  van Giessen, liked that title.  Nevertheless, the viewing public seemed to 
appreciate the reality of the working title.  Each time I mentioned the project in a lecture I got nods of recognition 
from non-programming TradeStation,  SuperCharts and OptionStation users.

“EasyLanguage Ain’t” was never meant to be disparaging to TradeStation, but rather a refl ection of the simple truth 
that programming a computer, no matter how friendly the programming language, is never easy.  Becoming a good 
coder takes study, sometimes years of study.  It is the intent of this book to walk the reader through that learning 
process in small and simple steps that will make the process comfortable. I have recently noticed the tendency of 
some of my competitors to use the paraphrase “EasyLanguage Isn’t,” and I herewith forgive them their lack of 
imagination.

Computer manuals aren’t meant to be read cover to cover.  The TradeStation Users’ Manual is no exception.  
TradeStation Made Easy, however, is intended to be read from cover to cover with pauses along the way to try the 
examples.  Hopefully it will be an informative and enjoyable experience for you.  After reading this book, you will 
be more prepared to go back and use the TradeStation manuals with ease and as reference.

In Trading 101--How to Trade Like a Pro I wanted to introduce to basic concepts of trading to the general public.  
In Trading 102--Getting Down to Business my hope was to introduce the concepts of system design and testing.  
TradeStation EasyLanguage-Step by Step is intended as a procedural guide to getting comfortable with programming 
TradeStation’s EasyLanguage.

At the same time, I am writing this book I am also researching one more: Grading the Gurus.  You will probably be 
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interested in “Gurus” as well, since it is all about using TradeStation (and other popular software) to test the theories, 
strategies and technical analysis of some of the famous systems designers.  The intent of the “Gurus” book is to 
discover both the advantages and downfalls of following other people’s systems. After that I want to write a book 
exploring all the commonly available systems & strategies from non-gurus, strategies you fi nd published in books, 
their benefi ts and pitfalls, and maybe call it “Breaking the Rules.” 

We, the trading public, owe a debt of gratitude to Bill and Ralph Cruz and their crew, whose dedication to an 
initially narrow market has expanded that market and created tools we can all use to profi table ends.  Thanks, guys; 
you have a great product.

During late January of 1999 I took a little trip to the Bahamas and then to Miami where I had the pleasure of 
spending several days with TradeStation personnel.  The purpose of my visit was to get an advance look at the 
impending, latest release of TradeStation called 2000i as part of the research for this book.  For their generosity, 
hospitality and help I would like to thank Loren Costantino, Gaston Sanchez, Kevin Feuerlicht, Amy Solt, Janette 
Perez, Bill and Ralph Cruz and the rest of the TradeStation staff.  You’re the greatest!

What This Book Is Not 
TradeStation Made Easy is not meant as a replacement for the TradeStation manuals.  This programming guide is 
not meant to help you learn the mechanics of setting up TradeStation, your computer, or to help you with the trials 
and tribulations of getting data into your computer.  

This book is also not meant to teach you systems, or to give you systems that are necessarily profi table, though we 
may discover some along the way.  We will cover the essence of programming in EasyLanguage and stick with a 
consistent set of data and a consistent elementary system throughout.  We will not fi ll the book with a variety of 
working systems with which you can experiment; there are other books for that.

In particular, if you are looking for fancy EasyLanguage programming ideas I would suggest these sources:

   Cy nthia  Kase
Kase  &  Company, 1080  Eubank NE  Ste C 
Albuquerque, NM 87112
1-505-237-1600

  Joe  Krutsinger
Box 922 , Centerville, IA 52544
1-515-856-2208

   Using Easy Language by Arthur G.  Putt 
available from Ruggiero Press

  Murray  Ruggiero
Ruggiero Press 
18 Oregon Ave, East Haven, CT 06512
1-203-469-0880  fax 1-203-469-0880

   TS Express by Bill  Brower
 Inside Edge Systems, Inc.
10 Fresenius Rd, Westport, CT 06880
1-203-454-2754

   Ask Mr. EasyLanguage by Sam  Tennis
Traders Press, Inc.
PO Box 6206
Greenville, SC 29606
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What This Book Is  
This book is a guide to understanding the basics and beginning to use EasyLanguage. I offer this service, because 
it fi lls a gap—no one else has dedicated their writings to the beginners.  The more advanced tasks to becoming a 
TradeStation expert are between you and TradeStation, and perhaps a consultant to help you along the way.  Bill 
Brower is an excellent resource for advanced techniques; but, his efforts at teaching beginners are still too advanced 
for most novices.

By the end of this book you will be able to write simple and intermediate programs using EasyLanguage.  Hopefully 
your programs will accurately refl ect the theories you have, discover, or read about the markets.

By the end of this book you will have the confi dence to open TradeStation’s PowerEditor to a blank page and begin 
writing.

As I began this book,  I put in examples for all the existing versions of TradeStation, at that time. Now, many years 
later, I’m pruning it all down to the current version, only. All references to ProSuite, 2000i and earlier versions of 
TradeStation are being removed.  If you need help with a previous version of TradeStation, give me a call and we’ll 
talk about it.

A Chart Is a Chart  Is a Chart
This book is not about learning to trade; it is about learning to program.  

Nevertheless, throughout the book we will be reviewing and using trading concepts as examples while learning to 
program.  In learning programming concepts, it really does not matter what our underlying data is.  What we will 
cover in this book is how to express your theories and ideas about whatever market interests you, independent of any 
particular market.

A chart, is a chart, is a chart.  They all go up, or down, or sideways, or all three.  If you were not told what 
instrument (stock, bond, mutual fund, commodity) was used to produce the chart in Figure 1.1, you would not be 
able to guess it. No, it is not the Dow. I have not given you a reference axis for timeframe (X-axis), nor is there a 
reference axis for price (Y-axis). In spite of that absence of information, you could tell me some things about the 
chart.  You could tell me that the second half of the chart is less volatile than the fi rst half.  You could tell me that in 
the beginning price moves downward. You could tell me that after the beginning downward move there is a period 
of nearly upward movement followed by downward movement.  You could not tell me that in general the bias is to 
the upside. You could also tell me there is a mild correction (downward movement) in the last third of the chart.

(In fact, I will give a crisp new $20 bill to the fi rst person who calls me and correctly identifi es the chart in Figure 
1.1.)

 Figure 1.1—An anonymous chart

This sort of analysis is what I call “What is?” or “What is true?”  I begin every investigation by repeatedly asking 
myself, what is true of the chart at which I am looking?  It’s the “what is” that leads to rich brainstorming sessions 
and possibilities for analysis.

What you could not tell me is whether this is a chart of a commodity, stock or mutual fund.  You could not tell me 
if it is a chart of 1-minute, 5-minute, 60-minute or daily data.  And, you could not tell me whether this price action 
happened in 1927, 1987, or in 2010.
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In fact, this is an example of what they mean when they say the markets are fractal.  Each subset, or smaller 
timeframe, looks like any other timeframe. They all go up, they all go down, and they all go sideways.  It’s just 
another way of saying “a chart, is a chart, is a chart.”

For the purpose of this book, the particulars of the chart do not matter; what matters is that the chart has movement 
and that we can describe it in programming language.

The best way I know to make this book easy to use and comprehend is to build on a simple concept from 
beginning to end.  To this end, I will introduce a single set of data that we will use throughout.  That data is 
available for you on my website: http://www.moneymentor.com/TSME.  If you’d like to receive a CD of the data, 
just contact my offi ce in California at 1-760-444-4174 skype or my cell at 1-760-908-3070. I ask only that you 
observe Pacifi c Standard Time.

We will use the same chart and the same data throughout this book.  We will take different perspectives, sometimes 
viewing daily data, sometimes weekly, sometimes intraday, but it will all be of the same vehicle. I have always 
wondered why authors choose a different chart to illustrate every new concept.  I’ve wondered whether the concepts 
are only applicable to certain subsets of charts. As I tackle this book, I guess I am about to fi nd out.  

I will also start early in this book with a simple program to analyze the data and build on that program as we 
progress.  That way you will be learning about the structure of  EasyLanguage, not struggling with a new program 
every few pages.  You will become intimately familiar with one set of data and one small program.  We will 
analyze this single set of data at increasing depth, and will alter and enhance our initial program until it becomes 
sophisticated.  

After you fi nish this book you can easily branch off and apply your new language to very complex concepts. You 
will be able to understand many of the sophisticated techniques presented in Omega magazine, TradeStation’s 
manuals, Technical Analysis of Stocks & Commodities magazine, Futures magazine, Traders’ Catalog & Resource 
Guide, and the various other sources and books mentioned herein.

Fonts, Symbols and Conventions
I’ve used a few symbols in the book and some typefaces to separate code from text. All programming code herein is 
designated by using the typeface OCRA.  All computer commands are shown in the typeface Arial.  An arrow () 

means to pull-down the menu and choose the next command.  A mouse symbol (), means to use the mouse to 
pull-down or click to the command. Everything else is pretty much self-explanatory.
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CHAPTER 2:  QUICK ST ART

In this Chapter:

  Introduction
  Pseudo Steps
  Detailed Steps
  Conclusion

Introduction

Y ou jus  t spent a small fortune on trading software, data, and computers and you can’t even use it. Or, you 
opened a hefty trading account with TradeStation just so you could use the software. You probably thought 
that getting TradeStation was the solution to all your trading problems, not the beginning of them.  You just 

want to trade, not to become a programmer. Right? And, now, with the new version 9 it has been extended into a 
full-fl edged programming language.

The fi rst step I like to take with students is to show them how easy TradeStation really is to use. Because of the 
vast capabilities of the software, it can appear that the learning curve is insurmountably steep. Broken down into 
the elementary steps, however, you will fi nd that using TradeStation is actually quite simple and straightforward. 
TradeStation really is the toolbox that lets you solve all your trading problems.

Just to show you how easy it can be, this Quick Start chapter will guide you through the steps of writing your fi rst 
system, the associated indicator, and checking your profi t or loss.  I will not offer detailed explanation of the steps in 
this chapter.  I just want you to have a template for success.  Later, throughout the book, we will go over the details.

It’s easy to get a computer to do something.  It is not always easy to get it to do what you want it to.  Computers 
will do exactly what you tell them, no more, no less.  The challenge is always in putting your thoughts into clear, 
logical steps that mean the same thing to the computer that they mean to you.

The  Pseudo Steps
I li  ke to use “pseudo-code” to sketch a map for myself. Writing the pseudo-code is essentially defi ning your goal 
and making an outline.  Whenever I begin a new project, no matter how large or how small, I like to have a goal and 
an outline of how to get there.  (This especially goes for driving, since I can get lost coming home from work. In 
fact, I have GPS and print out driving instructions from MapQuest.com when I’m going somewhere, just in case.)  
Without a clearly defi ned goal and milestones, you won’t get there!

The pseudo-code for the process covered in this book might look something like:

1. Open TradeStation

2. Open Chart with Data

3. Open EasyLanguage PowerEditor
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4. Write Indicator

5. Put Indicator on Chart

6. Write System 

7. Apply System to Chart

8. View System Results

9. If System Results exceed  CPC™ Index, then prepare to trade, else loop back to step 6 and continue 
homework.

We will go through those steps now, one at a time.

The  Detailed Steps

Step 1: Open TradeStat  ion

Opening TradeStation is as easy as 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 

1. First, double-click the TradeStation icon  on your PC’s desktop. (Assuming you have 
already installed TradeStation from CD or download.) This icon will vary slightly depending on the 
version you are using.

2. Then, fi ll in your name and password in the pop-up box:

 Figure 2.1—Login Screen

3. Now click the Logon button, or Live Trading button, or Simulated Trading button, to accept and 
open either a blank workspace, or the workspace(s) previously opened.

4. If no workspace is open, simply use the sequence File  New  Workspace, and create a new 
workspace.

Step 2: Open Chart with Data

5. Now that you have an empty workspace, you need a chart showing data. So, click on the Chart 
Analysis icon in the Vertical Toolbar on the left of your screen. It should look like 

on nnn n n ththththhhththhhthththhhththt e
 or . That 

will bring up a default chart with the default symbol.
That’s it.  You’re off to the races.  


